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Getting Fancy with Column Charts in Excel
Overview:  You will learn more about column charts in this activity, as you graph a comparison of two
different data groups.  In addition to creating a column chart that depicts the comparison, you will also
learn how to change the format of the chart itself.  This includes changing labels, gridlines, titles, and
legends.  It also includes changing the color of the columns.

1. Open a new spreadsheet file.

2. Mrs. Brown recently polled all the students attending Pleasantville Middle School.  One of the
questions she asked was, “What is your favorite cafeteria lunch?”  The choices students could
select from included hot dogs, burgers, tacos, pizza or spaghetti.  There were some interesting
differences when the results were examined by gender.

Favorite Lunch Boys Girls
Burgers 60 40
Hot Dogs 70 20
Pizza 60 60
Spaghetti 20 60
Tacos 35 50

Create a spreadsheet file that includes this information.  You should have data in cells A1 to C6.

3. Select the contents of cells A1 through C6 for inclusion in a column chart.  Use the Chart
Wizard. (See Create a Column Chart in Excel for more help.)

4. Chart Customization
A. After the chart is created, edit it by first clicking once in the white space inside the chart.

Then go to CHART.  Choose Chart Options.
B. Click the Titles tab.  Add labels for the x- and y-axis if you did not created them initially.
C. Click the Gridlines tab.  Get rid of the check in front of Value (Y) Axis, Major Gridlines.
D. Click the Legend tab.  Change the placement of the legend to Bottom.
E. Click the Data Labels tab.  Click Show Values.  Click OK.
F. Click on one of the columns that represents data from boys.  This should put a little box in

each of the boy columns.

G. Right-click on one of the columns.  Choose Format Data Series.  In the window that appears,
choose a color that you would like to use to represent the boys’ data.  Then click the Fill
Effects button.

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/excel-spreadsheets/lesson-plan/57171.html
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Getting Fancy with Column Charts in Excel (cont.)

Experiment with the Gradients, Textures, and Patterns tabs until you are satisfied with the
outcome.

H. Make similar changes to the girls’ bars.
I. Your chart should look something like this.

5. Click cell B5 and change the number to 40.  Watch the chart as you press <Enter>.  Explain what
happened. _______________________________________________________________________
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Getting Fancy with Column Charts in Excel (cont.)

6. Finishing
A. In the footer, type the name of your spreadsheet, press <Enter>, and type your name .
B. Go to FILE and select Save.  Name the file. 
C. Print the spreadsheet in portrait format.
D. Go to FILE and select Exit.

Time to Review and Extend

Answer the following questions.

1. How would you use the information in the chart to decide what food items to
order if you were throwing a party? _________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

2. Why is it useful that the bars automatically adjust if you make a change to
the spreadsheet data? ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

3. Give an example of how a principal could use a column chart to display
data. _________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Getting Fancy with Column Charts in Excel
Answer Key

5) The chart automatically changed based on the new data.
Review 1) It would be useful to examine the foods that are not listed as favorites by either boys or

girls. Pizza has a pretty equal distribution, so that might be an indication that it would be
acceptable to members of both genders.

Review 2) You can change data in your spreadsheet without having to re-create the graph.
Review 3) Answers will vary, examples might be the number of tardies before and after a new reading

program, the number of participants in various sports by gender, and the number of students
involved in various school clubs.


